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Taking risks is the theme of this exhibition which presents fifty works of 
modern art — sculptures, drawings, and mostly paintings — collected by Clevelanders 
and people with close ties to Cleveland, Edward B, Henning, for many years chief 
curator of modern art at the Cleveland Museum and through that post either 
involved in or aware of most local collections, organized the exhibition. It 
is the most recent in the series he has organized over the years (the last was 
in the fall of 1980) to offer to public view works of modern art in private 
collections. The Art of Collecting Modern Art opens on Wednesday, February 12, 
in the Museum’s lower special exhibition galleries, and will close on Sunday, 

March 30. 

Artists whose work appears in the show range from such masters as Matisse 
and Picasso to notable painters working today, including Georg Baselitz, David 
Hockney, and R. B. Kitaj. Particularly well represented is the first great 
American modern movement. Abstract Expressionism; important paintings, sculptures, 
and drawings by most of its major artists — Hans Hofmann, Mark Rothko, Willem de 
Kooning, Robert Motherwell, David Smith, and others — are exhibited. 

Among the collectors who have generously lent to the exhibition are some 
who are, in Mr. Henning’s words, ’’old friends, who have lent to previous shows,” 
and others who are new lenders, collectors who have chosen to remain anonymous 
and those who have lent almost their entire collection. They provide ’’the 
enlightened support, stability, informed opinion, and encouragement” that is 


(more) 


2-the art of collecting modern art 


welcomed by museums, Mr. Henning writes in his introductory essay for the 
catalogue. In this essay, he discusses the differences between collectors who 
think only or primarily in terms of the art market and those who are concerned 
with the aesthetic quality of the work of art. The latter kind of collecting, he 
observes, can be a creative activity, as the title of the exhibition suggests, 
one that gives the joy of exploring uncharted territory alongside the creative 
artist. Collectors who lent works to the exhibition were Mr. and Mrs. Heinz 
Eppler, Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Porter, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin M. Roth, and six others 
who prefer to remain anonymous. 

The exhibition is supported by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council. The 
Eppler Family Foundation, Inc. made a generous contribution toward the cost of 
producing the catalogue, written by Mr. Henning, which accompanies the exhibition. 
The 76-page paperbound catalogue, containing 50 illustrations (33 in color) will 
be sold at the Museum Bookstore. 

Gallery talks will be presented in the exhibition on Wednesday, February 12, 
and Sunday, February 16, at 1:30 pm by Helen Borowitz, associate curator in the 
Museum’s Department of Education. Mrs. Borowitz will also give a series of 
illustrated lectures surveying modern art and American collecting on five 
consecutive Wednesdays, beginning March 5, at 2:15 pm. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public Information 
Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 
216/421-7340. 



